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Abstract

This paper explores the nuanced balance between legal
protection and economic development of public property in
Morocco, emphasizing how public assets play a central role in
the national economy and the challenges involved in ensuring
their sustainable management. Public property, encompassing
natural resources, lands, and cultural heritage sites, holds
significant economic potential yet requires robust legal
oversight to prevent overuse and degradation. In Morocco, the
legal framework for public property is intricate, encompassing
both national legislation and local governance systems aimed
at safeguarding these resources from exploitation while
enabling their economic utilization. This article examines
Moroccan legislative provisions, including the Dahir and
specific decrees, along with case studies where legal
protection has either facilitated sustainable development or
hindered economic growth. Through an analysis of Morocco’s
legal landscape and economic strategies, this paper offers
policy recommendations to help harmonize legal protections
with economic goals, aligning with Morocco’s Vision 2030
and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Suggestions for further research are also proposed to
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delve deeper into this intersection of law and economics
within Morocco.

Keywords: Public Property Management, Legal Framework,
Environmental ~ Protection, Economic  Development,
Sustainable Development.

1. Introduction

The concept of public property in Morocco holds fundamental
economic and social importance, encompassing a broad array
of resources, from agricultural land and forests to water bodies
and cultural heritage sites. These resources lie at the core of
Morocco’s economy, supporting major sectors such as
tourism, agriculture, and renewable energy. The central
challenge is in ensuring the sustainable management of these
assets, a task made increasingly difficult by demographic
pressures and the rising need for infrastructure to support
economic growth [1]. Public assets like Morocco’s rich
coastal areas and historic sites not only contribute to national
identity but also attract a significant number of international
tourists. These tourists, in turn, contribute to economic growth
and job creation, especially in rural areas. However, tourism
and other economic uses place stress on these resources,


https://www.ijsrisjournal.com/index.php/ojsfiles/article/view/191
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14052638

necessitating a robust legal framework to prevent overuse and
degradation.

Balancing legal protection with economic objectives is a
complex issue, especially in developing economies like
Morocco, where natural and cultural resources play a dual role
in both supporting local livelihoods and attracting foreign
investment. The Moroccan government has implemented
various laws and initiatives to protect these assets while
promoting economic development. This includes legal
restrictions on land privatization and regulations on tourism
activities in environmentally sensitive areas. However, despite
these efforts, challenges remain, as economic incentives
sometimes lead to the overuse or misuse of public resources
[2]. For instance, rapid urban expansion and the development
of coastal areas for tourism have had both positive economic
impacts and adverse environmental effects. These impacts
highlight the need for a comprehensive and adaptable legal
framework that can respond to the dynamic demands of
economic growth.

This article aims to analyze the legal mechanisms governing
public property in Morocco, focusing on how these laws
balance the protection of public assets with the country’s
economic objectives. To achieve this, the article is organized
into sections that address specific questions: How does
Moroccan law define and protect public property? In what
ways do economic interests intersect and sometimes conflict
with  these legal protections? And what policy
recommendations could help Morocco achieve a sustainable
balance? By examining case studies and Morocco’s legal
framework, this paper seeks to provide insights and practical
solutions for harmonizing public property protection with
economic development. Through this analysis, the article
contributes to a deeper understanding of how Morocco’s legal
system and economic strategies can evolve to support both
environmental sustainability and economic progress [3].

2. Legal Framework for the Protection of Public Property
in Morocco

The legal framework in Morocco governing public property is
rooted in an intricate combination of constitutional, national,
and regional laws. The Moroccan Constitution establishes a
foundation for protecting natural resources and public lands,
asserting the principle that these assets are a national legacy to
be preserved for future generations. Key pieces of legislation,
such as the Dahir of 1914, define public land boundaries and
restrict the privatization of these lands, particularly in
environmentally sensitive areas [4]. These laws set the stage
for the responsible management of public property, outlining
restrictions on activities that could lead to resource
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degradation. The Dahir, along with subsequent decrees,
provides the legal mechanisms for designating protected areas
and regulating land use, particularly in sectors such as
tourism, agriculture, and construction.

In addition to national legislation, Morocco’s legal framework
is influenced by regional and international environmental
commitments, particularly its alignment with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These
commitments shape policies around public property
management, promoting sustainable practices that align with
Morocco’s broader environmental and developmental goals
[5]. For example, Morocco’s ratification of international
treaties, such as the Paris Agreement on climate change,
reinforces its obligations to manage resources sustainably.
This includes policies on renewable energy projects, water
conservation, and forest protection. The alignment of
domestic laws with international frameworks ensures that
Morocco’s policies are not only nationally relevant but also
globally responsible, integrating international standards into
local governance.

Despite this comprehensive legal framework, there are
challenges in enforcement and consistency across different
regions in Morocco. Discrepancies in regional application,
limited local resources, and sometimes ambiguous legal
definitions of public property use create inconsistencies in
enforcement. Cases of unregulated development in coastal
areas or over-exploitation of forest resources underscore these
enforcement challenges. Addressing these inconsistencies
requires stronger inter-agency collaboration and a clearer
demarcation of authority across different levels of government
[6]. As Morocco seeks to strengthen its legal framework, there
is a growing need for policy reform that enhances the
enforcement of existing laws, promotes transparency, and
encourages public participation in decision-making around
public property management.

3. The Role of Public Property in Morocco’s Economic
Development

Public property in Morocco contributes significantly to the
nation’s economic development by supporting key industries
such as tourism, agriculture, and renewable energy. These
assets are not only sources of revenue but also provide
essential services and resources that bolster economic
resilience. For example, Morocco’s tourism industry, which
constitutes a substantial portion of the GDP, relies heavily on
natural and cultural assets, including beaches, historic sites,
and desert landscapes. Sustainable tourism initiatives are
essential to ensure that the economic benefits from tourism do
not come at the expense of these valuable resources [7].



Tourism, if managed sustainably, can generate revenue while
preserving the cultural and environmental integrity of public
assets. However, without sufficient regulation, this industry
can lead to overcrowding, resource depletion, and
environmental degradation.

Agriculture, another pillar of Morocco’s economy, depends
on public land resources for both subsistence and commercial
farming. With approximately 70% of Morocco’s population
employed in agricultural sectors, access to public land is
critical for food security and economic stability. However, the
agricultural sector also faces challenges, such as overuse of
water resources and soil degradation, which impact the
sustainability of public land. Government initiatives have
sought to introduce more sustainable farming practices, but
challenges remain in balancing economic growth with
resource conservation. Additionally, renewable energy
projects, such as solar farms in the Moroccan desert,
demonstrate the economic potential of public property,
aligning with Morocco’s Vision 2030 to reduce dependence
on fossil fuels and foster green growth [8].

Despite the benefits of economic development from public
property, there are conflicts between economic and
environmental interests. The expansion of agriculture,
tourism, and renewable energy often leads to competing
demands for land use, resulting in challenges for sustainable
management. For instance, the development of large-scale
solar farms requires significant land area, sometimes
conflicting with other land uses, such as grazing or
conservation. Achieving a balanced approach requires
effective policy frameworks that recognize the value of public
property as a multifaceted resource and implement strategies
that accommodate both economic development and
environmental protection [9].

4. Conflicts Between Legal Protection and Economic
Development in Morocco

Conflicts between the need to protect public property and the
push for economic development are inevitable in Morocco, as
public resources often serve both environmental and
economic roles. For example, coastal areas are valuable for
tourism but also support delicate marine ecosystems. Tourism
development, particularly in coastal regions, frequently leads
to the construction of hotels, resorts, and infrastructure, which,
while beneficial for local economies, can result in the
destruction of natural habitats. This has led to cases where
environmental advocates and local communities resist
development initiatives, raising questions about the adequacy
of Morocco’s legal protections for these sensitive areas [10].
Legal mechanisms, such as environmental impact assessments

23

(ElAs), are required to mitigate such issues, yet enforcement
can be inconsistent, especially where local economic
pressures are high.

In the realm of agriculture, the expansion of arable land has
sometimes come at the expense of forests and other protected
lands. The demand for agricultural products, particularly for
export, has led to deforestation and water overuse in some
regions, resulting in ecological degradation. The government
has attempted to address this through sustainable agricultural
initiatives and legal restrictions on land use. However,
balancing these laws with the economic needs of local farmers
and the agriculture sector remains a challenge. Conflicts often
arise as farmers, seeking to maximize vyield, push the
boundaries of public land use, leading to clashes with
conservation policies [11]. This scenario underscores the need
for policies that support both sustainable farming practices
and enforceable legal boundaries.

Judicial interventions and policy reforms are crucial to
resolving conflicts between environmental protection and
economic expansion. For example, Moroccan courts have
ruled on various cases involving unauthorized land use, often
emphasizing the importance of environmental protection. Yet,
inconsistencies in legal definitions of public property usage
complicate enforcement. As a result, there is a call for clearer
laws that outline permissible activities on public property,
backed by stronger enforcement mechanisms. Moreover,
greater public awareness and community engagement in
public property management could reduce conflicts by
fostering a shared understanding of the importance of these
resources for both current and future generations [12].

5. Case Studies in Balancing Protection and Development

Examining specific case studies helps to illustrate the
successes and challenges Morocco faces in balancing public
property protection with economic development. One
prominent example is the management of Morocco’s coastal
zones, where rapid tourism growth has led to increased
development pressures. Regions like Agadir and Essaouira
have witnessed significant investment in hotels and resorts,
attracting tourists but also leading to beach erosion, pollution,
and loss of biodiversity. In response, Morocco introduced the
National Coastal Protection Plan, which includes measures to
regulate construction near shorelines and preserve marine
ecosystems [13]. This case demonstrates the need for
comprehensive policies that can accommodate economic
objectives while safeguarding environmental interests.

Another notable case is the conservation efforts in national
parks, such as Toubkal and Al Hoceima, where public lands



are protected to conserve biodiversity and support eco-
tourism. These areas are home to unique species and
landscapes, making them valuable for both ecological and
economic reasons. Managed correctly, national parks can
promote eco-tourism, providing economic benefits while
conserving biodiversity. However, challenges persist in
balancing visitor access with conservation needs, particularly
in peak tourist seasons when increased foot traffic can damage
fragile ecosystems. Government agencies and NGOs have
collaborated on initiatives to improve park infrastructure and
raise awareness about conservation, but further investment in
sustainable tourism infrastructure is necessary to mitigate
these challenges [14].

In urban contexts, the transformation of public spaces for
economic uses, such as converting parks or squares into
commercial areas, highlights another aspect of the balance
between development and protection. For example, in cities
like Casablanca and Marrakech, public squares serve as
cultural and community hubs but are increasingly viewed as
opportunities  for commercial development.  These
transformations can generate revenue but also risk displacing
local communities and diminishing cultural heritage. The need
for municipal policies that prioritize community access and
cultural preservation is increasingly evident, especially as
urbanization accelerates. This case underscores the
importance of policies that incorporate local voices and value
public spaces as more than mere economic assets [15].

6. Policy Recommendations for Sustainable Development
of Public Property

To achieve a sustainable balance between the legal protection
and economic development of public property in Morocco,
several policy recommendations are warranted. First, updating
Morocco’s legal framework to reflect current environmental
challenges and economic realities is essential. This could
include revising existing land use laws to incorporate more
specific guidelines on public property utilization and
enforceable restrictions against overuse. One potential
approach is to implement mandatory Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIAs) for all large-scale projects on public
lands. These assessments would ensure that any significant
project is scrutinized for its ecological impact before approval,
providing a safeguard against unsustainable development
[16]. Additionally, establishing clearer definitions and
guidelines on permissible activities within protected areas
could improve consistency in enforcement and reduce legal
ambiguities that hinder effective governance.

A second recommendation involves enhancing community
and stakeholder engagement in the decision-making processes
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related to public property management. Studies suggest that
involving local communities in the stewardship of public
resources leads to more sustainable outcomes, as local
stakeholders often have a vested interest in preserving these
assets for long-term benefit. Community-led conservation
initiatives, such as reforestation projects and eco-tourism,
demonstrate the potential of local engagement in achieving
conservation goals. Furthermore, establishing forums or
councils that include representatives from various sectors—
such as tourism, agriculture, and local government—can
foster a collaborative approach to resource management that
aligns economic and environmental interests [17].

Aligning Morocco’s policies with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the country’s
Vision 2030 is also critical to fostering a greener economy.
Investing in sectors like renewable energy and sustainable
agriculture aligns with these goals while enhancing
Morocco’s economic resilience. For instance, promoting eco-
friendly tourism infrastructure, such as sustainable
accommodations and waste management systems in tourist
hotspots, can attract eco-conscious travelers and reduce
environmental impacts. Likewise, expanding Morocco’s
renewable energy projects on public land, such as solar farms,
aligns with the country’s commitment to reducing carbon
emissions. These policy shifts would not only bolster
economic growth but also position Morocco as a leader in
sustainable development within the region [18].

7. Future Research Directions

Further research is essential to explore innovative solutions
and best practices that can be applied to the management of
public property in Morocco. One area of research is the
potential for technology-driven solutions, such as Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing, which can
enhance the monitoring and management of public lands.
These technologies could provide real-time data on land use
patterns, resource availability, and environmental changes,
aiding policymakers in making informed decisions [19]. For
example, GIS can help track illegal deforestation or
encroachment in protected areas, allowing for quicker
response and enforcement. Expanding the application of such
technologies could improve the accuracy of resource
management and conservation efforts.

Research into comparative legal frameworks from other
countries could also offer valuable insights into effective
models of public property management. Countries with
similar resource and economic profiles, such as those in the
Mediterranean region, may provide models that Morocco can
adapt to its unique context. Comparative studies could



examine how legal and policy frameworks have evolved in
these regions to balance economic growth with environmental
conservation, identifying strategies that might be replicated or
adapted. Additionally, exploring case studies where public-
private partnerships have been successful in managing public
resources could reveal opportunities for collaboration in
Morocco, particularly in sectors like tourism and renewable
energy [20].

Finally, there is a need for more in-depth studies on the socio-
economic impacts of public property policies on local
communities.  Understanding how regulations affect
livelihoods, community access to resources, and social equity
is crucial for crafting policies that are not only sustainable but
also inclusive. Research that assesses the social impacts of
land use restrictions and conservation policies, for example,
could help ensure that policies do not disproportionately affect
vulnerable populations. By focusing on the socio-economic
dimensions of public property management, future research
can contribute to a more holistic approach to sustainable
development in Morocco [21].

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, the management of public property in Morocco
is a complex and multi-dimensional issue that sits at the
intersection of legal protections, economic needs, and
environmental sustainability. Public property assets—
including Morocco’s forests, coastal zones, agricultural lands,
and cultural sites—serve as pillars of national identity and
economic development. However, as Morocco pursues
ambitious economic growth goals, especially in sectors like
tourism, agriculture, and renewable energy, the pressures on
these public assets continue to grow. This paper has
highlighted the significance of Morocco’s legal framework in
safeguarding public property while recognizing the economic
imperatives that sometimes drive unsustainable practices.
Achieving a sustainable balance requires that the legal system,
policy frameworks, and enforcement mechanisms evolve to
address modern environmental and economic challenges.

A key finding of this research is that Morocco’s existing legal
framework provides a strong foundation for protecting public
property, but enforcement remains a significant challenge.
Legal mechanisms like the Dahir of 1914, various
environmental protection laws, and the constitutional mandate
for environmental conservation reflect Morocco’s
commitment to sustainable resource management. However,
as demonstrated by case studies of coastal zone tourism and
agricultural land wuse, enforcement gaps and regional
inconsistencies  continue to  hinder the effective
implementation of these laws. Moreover, the pressures of
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urban expansion, economic interests, and population growth
further ~ complicate  these  enforcement  challenges,
underscoring the need for policy reforms that can streamline
the legal process and enhance accountability at local and
regional levels.

Another critical insight from this study is the potential for
policy innovation and community engagement to support a
sustainable approach to public property management. As
Morocco seeks to integrate the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and its Vision 2030 objectives,
investing in sustainable sectors—such as eco-tourism,
renewable energy, and sustainable agriculture—could provide
economic benefits while preserving public resources. By
involving local communities and stakeholders in decision-
making processes, Morocco can foster a shared sense of
responsibility and ownership, making public property
management more inclusive and effective. Community
engagement, especially in conservation projects and eco-
friendly tourism initiatives, can serve as a powerful tool for
achieving sustainable outcomes. When communities are
active participants in the stewardship of public assets, there is
greater potential for these resources to be preserved and used
responsibly.

Moving forward, Morocco’s approach to public property
management must continue to adapt to evolving
environmental, social, and economic demands. This includes
strengthening the legal framework to address new challenges,
such as climate change, and investing in technologies like
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing to
monitor resource use effectively. Additionally, policy-makers
should consider comparative studies and best practices from
other nations facing similar challenges, as well as potential
public-private partnerships that could mobilize resources for
sustainable development. A comprehensive strategy that
combines  legal reform, community engagement,
technological advancement, and international cooperation will
be essential for Morocco to maintain the delicate balance
between economic progress and the conservation of its
invaluable public property.

Ultimately, the sustainable development of Morocco’s public
property will depend on a collaborative approach that respects
both the ecological and economic dimensions of these
resources. With clear legal definitions, robust enforcement,
and inclusive policies that consider the socio-economic needs
of local populations, Morocco can lead by example in
demonstrating how developing nations can protect their public
assets while fostering long-term economic growth. This dual
commitment to preservation and development will not only
benefit Morocco’s current population but also serve as a



legacy for future generations, ensuring that public property
remains a source of national pride, economic strength, and
environmental resilience.
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